
 

‘Think beyond Computer science!” 

says Dr .Kamakoti Veezhinathan, Director, IIT  Madras 

 It was eye-opening enlightenment at the Dr.Smt.Rajalakshmi 

Parthasarathy Shashtiabdapoorthi annual Endowment 

Lecture organised by the PSBB group of schools, for the 

students of Std. XII of all three branches.The excitement in 

the air was palpable as the students waited, wonder struck 

for Prof. Dr. Kamakoti Veezhinathan,Director, IIT Madras to 

address them on the topic ‘Preparing students to face the 

challenges posed by Emerging and Disruptive Technologies’  

Held in ‘Mr.YGP auditorium’ in the T.Nagar branch of the 

school, the programme commenced at 2 PM with 

‘Vidyavandanam’ a musical tribute by the students and alumni 

of the institution, to the ‘Vidyaratnam’ Dr Mrs. YGP, at her 

‘Sashtiapdapoorthi’. 

A ‘red carpet’ welcome was accorded to the distinguished 

personality, Dr.Veezhinathan with the traditional as he entered 

the premises. He was then welcomed on stage with a memento by 

Mrs. Sheela Rajendra, Dean & Director and Correspondent, PSBB 

group of schools. The programme then commenced on a graceful note 

with a prayer.  

The endowment lecture, delivered by Professor Veezhinathan was 

received with much enthusiasm and camaraderie throughout. He 

began by asking the students interested in writing the JEE 

entrance Exam to raise their hands. He defined the topic and 

struck a chord with the audience as he proceeded to knock 

down all the traditional pillars of society held in high esteem 

regarding the choice of  ‘mainstream careers’  “Don’t  just think 

about computer science…there are many courses in IIT which are more 

interesting and innovative!”, he said, to the delight of the audience. 

Using a PPT, Dr.Veezhinathan highlighted the importance of technology 

in agriculture, fin tech, logistics, space and healthcare especially  

the emerging areas of technology like AI, data science, security 

systems etc. He  cited the example of the  ‘Arogya Setu app’, a 

resounding success which had been developed in 21 days by 13 

experts, “who were not just computer science engineers but 

epidemiologists , lawyers and people from different fields’’ who had 

come together to make the app.  

 

 



 

 

He explained how medical science is progressing and stated that 

around 37% of Nobel laureates are ‘‘physician scientists’’.He 

stressed the importance of 3D printing, the sucesss of 5G 

and how IIT, along with a few companies had got the 

patent rights for it. Dr.Veezhinathan’s jovial personality 

endeared him to the audience, especially when he 

defined youth as ‘‘I am always right and you are always 

wrong !” 

The question-answer session was a lively one, with the 

Professor answering the questions posed by students 

patiently and pleasantly. ‘Endowment  Scholarships’ were 

then awarded to selected  students of the four branches. 

 Mrs. Sheela Rajendra, The Dean & Director and Correspondent, 

PSBB Group of schools, then shared her thoughts with the 

students. She encouraged them to pursue various 

careers and appreciated the efforts of 

Dr.Veezhinathan in delineating the plethora of 

careers available nowadays, especially in the IITs. 

Two students came forward with gifts in honour of 

Dr.Mrs.YGP, - a painting and a poem on her- which 

was read out and handed over to Mrs.Sheela, who 

received them with a smile.After the vote of thanks was 

rendered, the alumnae who had participated in the 

programme were given mementos by Mrs.Sheela. The 

programme ended with the singing of the national anthem, 

followed by the serving of refreshments to the students, who 

left the premises shortly after, wiser and brighter. 

  

 


